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Maureen Higgins * Jaydean Lena Horne & Pilar Hannan. Windsor 2004


Maureen, taking Lena Horne out of her funny little pram and putting her in my arms.  That was how I learnt how little a Griff weighed compared to my  Frenchies, who were my daily companions. 
Touching Lena’s coat reminded me of a sack of coconuts, but Lena wrapped herself around my neck like a scarf on a winter’s day. That was how I met Maureen. All that I didn’t know about the Griff was revealed to me by her. Books, old documents, photos from the old days, tales, advice, shows… Griffons, Griffons and more Griffons.
Every summer from 2004 we managed to spend some time with her, at their home or at a show. Most memorable was a lunch at the Kings Arms, in Wakefield Heath. A splendid lunch under a huge umbrella which sheltered us from a soft August drizzle. For dessert a shared chocolate pudding, our shared weakness, chatting non -stop about the Griffon and the Griffon world.
It’s never easy to speak of someone so loved and respected when  we have lost them forever. So much to tell. So hard to express.
Maureen was, and forever shall be one of the great figures in the Griffon world. Not only for her dedication as a breeder, judge and rescue work when necessary, but for me for having shown the way to this breed to those who expressed an interest. Open to those who showed a willingness to learn.
The Griffon World has lost a great standard bearer, but she will forever remain loved and respected in our memories. Always missed just for being what she always was, Maureen Higgins.

By Pilar Hannan 2013
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Maureen Higgins & Howard Ogden. Leeds 2006
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